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BEGinner
Excursion to Bugis

The May excursion was a lot of fun!
First, the students worked together
to complete interviews with the TMC
staff. We also played some fun puzzle
word games. Then, we had lunch at
a local food court. After, we went to
the shopping malls at Bugis. We were
very happy to be inside, because it
was so hot outside! We ended our
day by seeing a movie. The students
wrote letters to their English pen-pal,
Marty to describe the experience.

We didn’t watch ‘Baywatch’, we watched ‘Guardians of the Galaxy 2’!

Dear Marty,
I went to TMC at 9.00 am. I played games with
the students. I went to Bugis to watch a movie. A
medium popcorn costs $5.50. A large soda cost $4.
We watched Guardians of the Galaxy. I watched the
movie at 12.00pm. Yes, I liked the movie. I sat in seat
number D6. Yes, I had a happy Friday because I liked
watching the movie .
Farm (Thailand)
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BEGinner
Excursion to Bugis

Dear Marty,
We did activities in the morning. Then we went to Filmgarde. A medium popcorn cost $5.50. Its large
soda was $4. The movie’s name is Marvel’s Guardians of the Galaxy Vol.2. It was 2 hours long. I liked
the movie. My seat number was E7. Yes, I had a good Friday because I was with my friends.
Pan

Dear Marty,
I went to TMC in the morning. I
played games with my friends. I
went to the Bugis movie theatre. I
bought a medium popcorn, It cost
$5.50 and a large soda cost $4.00.
I bought one movie ticket for
$13. I watched the movie at 12.00
o’clock. I like the movie. My seat
number was E4. The movie was
fun. I hope you had a good Friday.
Jinny

Time to go home, peace out!

Dear Marty,
Last Friday. I had an enjoyable time. I went to watch a movie at Bugis. The movie is called Galaxy of
the Guardians 2.The movie is very interesting.
I went with my friends. They bought popcorn and coke. The movie started at 12:00pm.I liked the
show. I left the cinema at 2:30pm.I went home by bus.
Lisa (China)

Page 4

Elementary
Articles

This is my favourite purse. I like this purse. I bought
this purse from Thailand, and it is for keeping
money. It has drawings of elephants and flowers on
it. The elephant is the symbol of Thailand. It makes
me feel proud to be a Thai. I use this purse every
day.
Natchanan Chantacram, Yayaa

This is water. I like water because it is good for the
human body. It keeps the human body alive. I try
to drink at least two bottles of water every day.
Guo MingYang, Michael

This is my handphone. This is my birthday gift from my sister. I
can use this handphone to call my family and surf the internet. I
also like using this phone to listen to music.
Hsu Hsin Jen, Brian
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Elementary
Articles

This is my computer. I do my work on it most of the
time. But sometimes, I like to play games on it. My
favourite game is shooting bad robots.
Mixay Paphanphanith

This is my favourite phone. In this phone there
is my best friend’s contact. My brother bought
the phone for me. It is very precious to me.
Yao Yuxuan, Beryl

This is my special elephant. It sleeps for only 2 hours every day.
It has a good memory. It likes to swim and eat bananas. I like
it, but I think I’ve drawn it ugly.
Chen Tingting, Cherry
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Elementary
My Favourite Classmate

This is Mixay.
He sleeps
all day. But
we like him
because he
is cute

Chen Ting Ting and Liu Amani drawing
their favourite student, Mixay.

I draw Mixay because he makes me
laugh. When teacher asks him to do
something, it takes a long time for him
to stand up. He is like a big mountain,
so hard to move.

Xu Chang drawing Mixay

My name is Viyaket Kittiphonh. I am
drawing my best friend, Mixay. I choose to
draw him because he looks like a big baby.
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Intermediate 1

Writing a story: It was dark when I entered the house…

It was dark when I entered the house. A
thief was stealing my diamonds, but I was
scared so I couldn’t do anything. I wanted to
hide behind the closet. At that moment the
thief saw me and came to me. He wanted
to kill me because I saw him stealing my
diamonds. I thought I would die if he caught
me. I wanted to kill him, but I didn’t have a
gun. I had to find something to kill him with
because if I didn’t kill him, I had to die. I tried
to creep to pick up the knife before he saw it.
I grabbed the knife and killed him. He died
and I protected the diamonds
By Kim and Eve

It was dark when I entered the house. While I
was looking for my flash light I heard a baby
crying in my bedroom. When I found my
flash light, I walked towards my bedroom;
the sound was getting louder. I slowly
opened the door. I saw a girl sitting on the
bed. She had long hair and was wearing
a white dress. At that moment, it felt like
someone touched my foot. When I looked
down I saw a woman with long hair. Her hair
covered her face, she was looking at my
face. I screamed very, very loud. Suddenly
the light turned on. I saw my dad was
holding a cake in front of me. I looked down
at the woman who had long hair covering
her face and I saw that she was my mum.
The girl who was sitting on the bed was my
sister. In a second I heard everybody saying
“Happy Birthday!!”
By Pan and Yan

It was dark when I reached the house. I walked
to the door and knocked on it. Nothing
happened but the dog started barking. I was
very scared, so I ran back to my car to call my
friends. A few minutes later my friends arrived
at the house. So now I was with my friends:
four girls and four boys. We knocked on the
door again and we heard the dog barking;
the dog was very scary. My friend started to
open the door and we went inside the house. I
walked to the nearest switch and turned on all
the lights. But only a few light bulbs were still
working. I found a flash light that had fallen at
the bottom of the stairs, so I picked it up. Then
we found a note on the floor, it said: “If you find
the treasure box in this house you will be free.
If not… then the door will be locked forever.”
We found another note under the carpet, it
said: “You only have 75 minutes to escape from
this house and the timer is starting now!” Then
a digital clock appeared; time was running
so we needed to hurry up. I opened a drawer
and found a bunch of keys. I tried to unlock
the door with all those keys, it didn’t work. My
friend suddenly saw something written on
the door. For a long time we tried to solve the
clue. There were only twenty minutes left and
we still hadn’t managed to escape. My friend
noticed another clue written on the window:
“To unlock the door, you need to find a threedigit number.” There were fifteen minutes left…
We still couldn’t find the number, we started
panicking… The last minute I found that the
three-digit number was written on another
door. So I tried again… It worked!! We managed
to leave the house at the last minute; we were
so lucky
By Michale
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Intermediate 1

Writing a story: It was dark when I entered the house…
It was dark when I entered the house.
I heard some weird sound and I saw
a shadow next to the kitchen door.
Suddenly the shadow disappeared; I
was astonished. I looked as if I had seen
a ghost but I wasn’t sure. Then I tried to
turn on the light; unfortunately it was
broken. I remembered that I had a flash
light in my backpack and quickly took it
out. I surveyed the house. That terrifying
sound was still there. I was frightened of
the sound, it sank into my mind. When
I left the house, suddenly my friends
came out and scared me. I got a shock
but at the same time I was reassured.
Then I remembered it was the first of
April: April’s Fool. My friends said: “It
was just a prank!” My friends always do
things that surprise people but this time
it was more than a surprise to me.

It was dark when I entered the house. There was
a younger boy and his sister. Then the boy came
in front of me and his face changed. He had
blood and a wound on his face. He tried to catch
my shoulder, but I was scared and tried to walk
backward. Suddenly the sister was behind me. I
started running - faster and faster - to leave the
house. Unfortunately the door closed with a bang
and it locked. The boy was gone; I was desperate
as no one was there to save me. So I tried to find a
way to leave the house. While I was thinking how
to leave the place, the boy charged at me with his
saw. Fortunately, he missed me and the window
broke. I jumped out of the house. I ran as fast as
I could. When I turned back to look at the house,
the boy shouted at me: “I will find you and I will
kill you!” When I returned the next morning, the
neighbor told me that the kid who lived in the
house was a serial killer. He killed everyone in his
family and then he killed himself.

By Muk and Andy

By Ohm and Tang

It was dark when I entered the house, then the door closed. I could hear a strange sound. The TV was
playing; it was a black and white TV. I saw a white shadow as I walked into a dark room. I could see
blood on the floor; a man had died and was still lying on the floor. Suddenly, the man stood up. His
head and body were in different places. His eyes opened and he smiled at me. I was very scared. I
jumped out of the window but it was too high, so I died in a well and I became a legend.
By Kevin and Luna
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ADVANCED 2

Our Community - Bugis

Bugis
Community
By Pruek ADVANCED II

Furthermore, you can find something to eat,
anywhere you look. There are plenty of
restaurants, hawker centers and food courts
that await you.

A community is a group
of people who have something
in common. It is also a place where they live, work
and socialize. Bugis is one of the most famous
communities in Singapore. It is an area that has a
wide variety of markets, shopping malls, temples,
cinemas, restaurants and food courts. It is a
complete community suited to everyone’s
preference. This is why lots of both local people and
visitors come to this area each day. The shopping
district is full of malls and markets for people who
prefer a modern lifestyle or cheap shopping. At
present, the Boulevard continues to maintain a
unique shopping atmosphere.

Besides being a favorite place to eat, Bugis
is a great shopping area; Bugis also has
other historical and religious places such as
the Chinese and Indian temples
Another reason that makes Bugis more
interesting than other communities is the
convenient travel options. The Bugis MRT
station is located at the heart of the area with
2 other MRT lines within walking distance.
All of above reasons make Bugis different
from other communities as there is no other
place in Singapore as complete as Bugis.
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ADVANCED 2

Our Community - Bugis
My definition of a community is a group of people and buildings that are situated in one place. In
a community, there are many kinds of nationalities, businesses, universities and landmarks. A good
community must have good communication, respect, kindness and patience for it to function well.
There should be great opportunities for work and a good education system for students.
I recently explored the Bugis community also known as Bugis downtown. Most of the people in Bugis
are native Singaporeans who speak mostly Mandarin Chinese. There also are a lot of buildings that were
built in 1950s. Some are classified as historical buildings. The big shopping malls such as Bugis+, Sim Lim
Square and OG are also in Bugis. Not only are there shopping malls but many famous universities like
SMU, NAFA and School of Arts. The National Library is also located in this area.
In Bugis Street, there is a famous Chinese Temple and a lot of churches. It is quite different from other
communities because there is everything that people need in one place. It is also more crowded than
others.
If I have a chance to improve this community I will firstly restore all old buildings and then I will change
some of the road systems because I think the format is too complex. Finally I will rebuild some of the old
food courts because most of them look run down and a little dirty. In conclusion, I like this community
especially for my studies and for its multicultural environment.
Kuang Winthanth (Myanmar)

Yesterday was excursion day for English students. I went to school in the
morning to do the fun activities the teachers had planned. After that, my
class went to Sim Lim Square to have lunch. We had the most delicious
Korean food there.
Then we walked to Bugis. I saw two religious buildings- an India temple
and a Buddhist temple. Both buildings have unique architectures and were
brightly painted and decorated. I was interested because so many tourists
were visiting them.
This community also has many different types of
restaurants and shopping malls where you can buy
many inexpensive gifts and delicious food.
In my opinion Bugis is a great community as it
has unique architectures, many different types of
restaurants and a cheap shopping mall for tourists.
Kookie (Laos)
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ADVANCED 2

Our Community - Bugis

Yesterday my class went to Bugis for our excursion. I felt very excited to do the fun activities with my
friends and teachers. We walked through the community to sight see and then went to the cinema. On
the way, I was interested in the buildings, culture and people who live and work there.
The Bugis community has many famous places and historical buildings. Kwan Im Thong Hood Cho
Temple which is a one of the oldest Buddhist temples in Singapore. Close by is the Sri Krishnan Temple.
This building is decorated in many colours and Hindu mythology adorns the walls. A lot of people
come to these temples to pray each day. It was very crowded. We had a difficult time walking around. In
addition, the community also has many restaurants and shopping malls which are popular with tourists.
Bugis is one of the best and most inexpensive places to shop and eat.
In my opinion the Bugis community is one of the best communities in Singapore as it has many historical
and famous places you cannot find anywhere. It is also full of a beautiful and mixed culture.
Jan (Thailand)

On Friday my class went to Bugis Street for our class excursion. We walked
around and took lots of pictures. There were a lot of local people, tourists and
many interesting things to do. The Bugis community is unique because of its
mixed culture, famous temples, shops and schools. There are many unusual
places that sell souvenirs and the local foods are delicious and quite cheap. So
people come here because of these special things.
Bugis is different from other communities as it is famous for its inexpensive
shopping and dining. Another difference is that there are 2 special
temples. One is the Sri Krishnan Hindu temple and is other is the Kuan
Yin Thong Hood Cho. People from all over the world come to visit them.
From my perspective, the Bugis area is quite different from other areas
in Singapore. However, the government should focus on hiring more
street cleaners because with many people it quickly becomes dirty. They
should also repair the old buildings to make them better.
Nan (Thailand)
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Academic English
Chased Bruce Escapes Again

Chased Bruce
escapes again
ALL ABOUT THE MOVIE REVIEWS

Visit also OUR WEBSITE

The fantastic sequel to Everybody Wants
To Kill Bruce is released

This is the sequel of Everybody wants to kill
Bruce. The story is about Bruce Willis who
became a target to an entire city. The characters
from 53 movies are used to get enough villains
on the hunt for Bruce.
.

This movie mash‐up is
really a masterpiece.
The flow and the
connection of each film
were smooth and
developed
chronologically.
Although it involved
many important scenes
from popular movies,
the editor made them
compatible with one
another. Moreover, this
is a short movie of
about 10 minutes. The
length is suitable for
people to watch it over
and over again.

The opening is thrilling. The editor used a wake‐up scene to arouse the emotion for the
movie. After that, it showed numerous technological ways of tracking Bruce within the
city. For example, cellphone tracking or satellite imagery detection. In addition, it also
highlighted the brilliance of Bruce’s long career.

a visit to the național
library during the
school excursion
Students from the
Academic English
class posing: (in the
back) Li Dan; Haoran;
(middle row) March
and Irene; (front row)
Cecilia, Beam and
Jane.

The author: SUPHATSORN NAWACHAI

Surprise, Surprise! 
Cecilia, Irene and March were
surprised by a camera.
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Hawthorn Clubs

The idea behind the clubs is to allow students to practice their English
while doing something easy and enjoyable. Students are able to practice
speaking and listening skills, and expand their vocabulary a bit without the
need to sit at their desk in the classroom.
We have five clubs for students to choose from – Photography Club,
Speaking Club, Art Club, Movie Club and Music Club.

ArtClub

Speaking
Club

Music
Club
Photography
Club

Movie
Club

In this issue of Hawthorn NOW magazine, we are going to showcase the Photography Club.
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Hawthorn Clubs
Photography Club

The large portion of the Photo Club is about picture taking and then there is the subsequent description
of the pictures. Students learn and practice English through their creativity. In our Photo Club, students
can learn new vocabulary; or they can practice their speaking skills when they describe what pictures
they took. Sometimes it is just pure fun when photography tricks play a large part in the exercise.

This is how you hold your school mates in the palm of your hand

There is always time for a selfie! 

Sometimes two heads know
more than one head. So
why not bring one head
along with you?
Here is when gravity is no problem
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