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Study in Singapore
Beginner Class on an excursion

Hawthorn Student Interviews

Speaking English outside of the classroom can feel like a daunting task. To get some practice, the 
students in beginner 1 class were asked to interview Hawthorn students during the excursion. Over the 
weekend, they took the information they collected from the interview to write about the students. 

Here are some samples of what they learned about other students from their interviews:

KOUNG KING

Interview with 
Nei: 
Her name is Nei. 
She is 16 years 
old. She is from 
Thailand. She 
likes to watch 
movies.

Interview with JJ: 
Her name is JJ. She was born 26/06/2000. 
Her father’s name is Nanthanphong.

Do you like the Civil Service Club? 
Yes, I do because it is beautiful and we can 
do activities with my friends.

Koung King didn’t 
interview the bear.

AFA

Interview with Hui: 
His name is Hui. He 
is 19 years old. He 
is from Thailand. He 
likes to play games.

Interview with Jay: 
Her name is Jay. Her 
nationality is Thai. 
She likes to sleep. Her friend’s name is 
Pom.

Do you like the Civil Service Club? 
Yes, I like it because there are many 
things to do. 

Afa (front) sits with 
his sister Mei (back)

KOOKKIT

Interview with Nai: 
Her name is Nai. She is 16 years old. She is 
from Thailand. She likes to watch movies.

Interview with Eip: 
Her name is Eip. She is Thai. She likes reading. 
Her friend’s name is JaJa.

Do you like the Civil Service Club? 
Yes, I like it because it is fun and exciting. Kookkit (right) hangs out at the bowling 

alley with her sister Koung King (left)
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Beginner 1 – all aBout food
Restaurant Reviews

Beginner 1 class loves talking about food! Here are a few examples! Bon appétit!Happy House 
By Afa

My name is Afa. I enjoy eating at Happy 
House located at Bugis. The food at the 
restaurant is delicious such as curry rice, 
chicken rice, fried hor fun with eggs, and 
prawns. This is because the prawns are 
fresh and crispy. Furthermore, the curry 
rice and chicken rice are extremely yummy. 
However, I would prefer if the chef could 
put more prawns in it. The price of the food 
is not very expensive as it all under $6, and 
the servings are huge. It is located at Bugis 
MRT. My favourite food is the curry rice. 
When I first stepped into the restaurant, the 
staff was friendly and greeted me. Hence, 
I would recommend this restaurant to my 
friends and family.

Chumpalao Restaurant 
By Koung King 

My name is Koung King. I like to eat at 
Chumpalao Restaurant in Savannakhet. The 
food there is good. I like to eat the hot pot. I 
like it because the vegetables are fresh and the 
meats taste delicious. I also like the fried ice-
cream. It is not too sweet and costs 3,000 kip. 
The food at Chumpalao restaurant is not very 
expensive. The servings are quite big. The staff 
at Chumpalao restaurant is very friendly. They 
always smile when they serve you and you do 
not have to wait long for your meal. It makes 
me happy to eat in the Chumpalao restaurant.

Chumpalao Restaurant 
By Kookkik 

Hi. My name is Kookik. I like to eat at restaurants. My favourite restaurant is Champhalou in 
Savannakhet. I like to go there because it’s near my house, they have big servings, and the food 
is delicious. My favourite menu item is hotpot and Lao salad because they are so delicious. The 
restaurant is painted a brown color. It makes me feel happy when I go there. The restaurant staff is 
friendly, so kind and cheerful. I think the food at the Champhalaou restaurant is not very expensive.

Which restaurant do you want to go to?
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Beginner 1 – all aBout food
Hungry for knowledge!

Kookkit, from Laos, talked about spicy minced beef 
salad. It’s spicy, not sweet, and delicious!

Koung King, from Laos, talked 
about papaya salad.  It’s spicy 

and not very expensive.

Chen Kun, from China, talked about 
dim sum. It’s healthy, cheap, and 
appetizing! Chen Kun also likes 
French fries.

The students 
described 

their favourite 
food from 

home. 
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Beginner 2 excurSion
Bukit Batok BBQ

Afa bowled with his schoolmates. He 
competed with friends, and he was very 
happy when he won the game. 

Bukit Batok Community Club has a swimming 
pool. We enjoyed swimming there. The view 
was great but the weather was too hot.  

I roasted some marshmallows and 

potatoes. They were delicious. 

Yummmm.

I swam with my friends. Before I swam, my friend took a 

picture of me. We were very happy.
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Beginner 2
Chinatown Excursion

To celebrate the holiday, we went to Chinatown. The students had a fun time checking out the shops and 
food. As they enjoyed their day, they collected information for an excursion assignment. The following 
are a few selections of their work.

Dear Teacher,

How are you? I’m fine, thank you. Last Friday on September 9th, 
my classmates and I went on an excursion to Chinatown. I want 
to tell you what we saw and did there.

First we went shopping. This is a picture of a shopping street 
in Chinatown. There are many people and tourists. I bought a 
souvenir. I was with my classmates at half past eleven when we 
went to this interesting street.

At noon, I had lunch with my classmates. After so much walking, 
we were very hungry. We entered a Chinese restaurant. There 
were so many types of food to choose from. Some were quite 
expensive. I ordered some chicken satay to eat. It was very 
delicious. My classmates ate spicy tofu. After eating, we were so 
full!

My chicken satay was very tasty. It was my first time eating it. It 
was chicken meat on satay sticks cooked over a fire. The satay 
also had a wonderful peanut sauce, onions, and cucumbers.

Next we visited the Buddha Tooth Relic Temple. It was very big 
and clean. I liked the row of hanging lanterns. They were very 
colourful.

I had a wonderful time at Chinatown. Where will we be going for the next excursion? I cannot wait!

Yours sincerely, 
Andy

Photographs taken by Andy

Dear teacher,

How are you?

On September 9th, 2016, I went to 
Chinatown at around 10 am. I got to 
Chinatown by MRT. I went to Chinatown 
with my teacher and my classmates. I saw 
many shops, people and restaurants. I ate 
my lunch, walked and got a henna tattoo 
at Chinatown. I liked Chinatown’s food 
because I come from China. Chinatown was 
very beautiful because the Mid-Autumn 
Festival will soon come , so Chinatown had 
many lanterns.

From, 
Ma ShiQiPhotographs taken by Ma ShiQi
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Beginner 2
Chinatown Excursion

English Photographers

The students went around Chinatown and took pictures of their favourite places. Later, they emailed the 
pictures to their teacher along with short deceptions. Here are a few examples.

This is a picture of a food Stall. My classmates and I had 
lunch there. I had Roasted duck rice. It was very delicious. I 
ate at 12:00pm.
-Kookkik

This is a picture of a busy street in Chinatown. I 
went shopping at the Chinatown complex. Here 
you can find a lot of Chinese goods.

-He Jia Wei

This is a picture of a busy street in Chinatown. There are 

many people, shops, restaurants and souvenirs. When I 

took this picture, I arrived there at 11am. I was looking for a 

place to eat and saw a lot of lanterns with my classmates.

-Afa
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elementary 1 

Write a description of a family member.

My mother is short and plump but before 
she was slim. Maybe she has put on some 
weight because my sister and I were born.

She has got an olive complexion, dark 
brown eyes, long eyelashes and thin 
eyebrows. She has got long wavy brown 
hair.

Sometimes she wears a polo-shirt or a 
colourful dress. She sometimes wears a 
necklace. I love my mum, she jokes a lot 
and she’s crazy.

Written by March My sister’s name is Rina, she is very cute and cool. 
She has lovely small brown eyes and long curly 
dark hair. She has a light complexion. She has got 
a tiny face and she smiles a lot.

She is slim and she likes cool clothes, for example 
she likes wearing a camouflage skirt. I like Rina.

Written by Yui

Write about your shopping habits.

I like shopping at 
the wet market 
because I can 
choose what I like. 
The supermarket is 
more convenient 
than the wet 
market but the 
prices there are 
more expensive. I 
like shopping at 
shopping centres, 
especially to buy 
clothes.

Written by Eve

My father is of medium height and he is muscular. 
He has got an olive complexion and brown eyes 
with thick eyebrows. He has got some wrinkles. 
He has got short black hair and stubble.

He likes wearing a T-shirt and shorts. He dislikes 
wearing a suit because he feels it’s uncomfortable. 
He likes being relaxed. He doesn’t smile very 
often but he is very kind.

Written by Mei

Thip is short and slim and fair-skinned. 
She has got short curly brown hair and 
some small wrinkles.

She likes wearing dresses. Sometimes she 
wears high heels. Thip is my older sister.

Written by Eve

I like wet markets, 
shopping centres 
and flea markets. 
I love shopping 
at the weekend, I 
think it is fantastic! 
I prefer shopping 
malls because I like 
food.

Written by Yui

I love shopping at 
shopping malls but 
I hate shopping 
at the weekend 
because it is too 
crowded and very 
uncomfortable 
then. I love 
shopping at flea 
markets because 
you can find many 
things there and 
it’s all very cheap.

Written by Mei

I like shopping at 
the supermarket 
because I think it’s 
more convenient 
than shopping at 
the wet market. But I 
like bargaining with 
the stall owners at 
the wet market. I 
think you can find 
interesting things 
at the flea markets. I 
hate shopping at the 
weekends.

Written by March



Page 10

elementary 2

a letter to a friend about the class excursion

Hi Peter!

Last weekend I went on an excursion 
with my school. I went by bus. I ate 
BBQ and swam with my class mates. 
We also played bowling. In the 
evening, my friend Love and I did our 
homework. I took photos with my 
classmates. Where did you go during 
the last weekend?

Will your school go for an excursion?

 Thank you. I love you my friend

Saii, Thailand

Dear Miyu,

I went to the Bukit Batok Civil Service 
Club last Friday.

I swam in the pool and had a BBQ with 
my friends.

I went there by bus. I had a very good 
time.

Have you ever done something similar?

Bye 

HASUMI, Japan (11years old)

Dear Lan,

TMC school held a picnic for students on August 5th. BBQ party at Bukit Batok was a 
very happy event. There were many outside activities, such as BBQ cooking, swimming, 
bowling ….

In the morning, the bus took us to the Bukit Batok club. There are a lot of rare trees, a 
large pool, water games, bowling, a gym, and a restaurant at that club.

In the afternoon, the teachers had prepared BBQ, and students played games, swam, 
and played bowling. Then we had delicious BBQ food. The party was so fun and I had a 
good time there. Everyone enjoyed the party.

Have you ever done something similar? 

I’m looking forward to receiving your letter.

All the best for you, 
Minh My, Vietnam
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elementary 2 - excurSion

Minh My (Vietnam) is eating, while Saii 
(Thailand) is letting her food go cold

Ryo (Japan) and Hasumi (Japan) are 

enjoying the sun and the swimming pool

Akmal (Uzbekistan) and  Pavel (Russia) 

are in a good mood

Nancy (China) is going to 
check out the bowling alley

David (Indonesia) is taking in 

the scenery



Page 12

(The letter by Mei [Suwaporn Atiparadee], Thailand)

Dear JJ, 

Hi! Yesterday, I went to Chinatown in the morning 
because that day was an excursion day and all 
students had to go. I went there with my teacher, my 
classmates and the other classes. We went there by 
MRT. 

When we got there, we saw a lot of lanterns and 
a lot of people in Chinatown. That place was so 
beautiful and had something that I have never seen 
before. There were a lot of restaurants, souvenirs and 
decorations in the Chinese traditions. I think you 
might want to go there to have a look. Let me know 
if you are going to go there because I want to go 
there again. 

Bye! I hope we will meet again soon. Mei 

elementary 2
Excursion to Chinatown

With my friends March(right) and Pond (middle) 
in Chinatown.

It’s is me standing behind a statue.

Here I am with Pond (left) and a lantern

(The letter by Jane [Naruewen Pinyolerspokin], Thailand)

My friend,

Hello, how are you? On Friday, our teachers taught us how to make Chinese lanterns. When we were 
done making the lanterns, we went to Chinatown by MRT to do other activities.

I went there with my teacher and many friends. We saw a lot of lanterns hanging along and beside the 
road.

My friends and I took a lot of photos and ate delicious Chinese food.  After that, we went back home.

Bye! 
Jane
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elementary 2
Excursion to Chinatown

(The letter by Liao Qianwen, China)

Dear Joanna

How are you?

Last Friday we had an excursion. We visited Chinatown with our teachers and other students. They had 
the lanterns ready there for the mid-autumn festival.

When I was a child, we ate moon cakes and made lanterns. It is a beautiful memory.

You can come here for the mid-autumn festival and experience one of the Chinese traditions. You will like 
it.

Bye  
NK 

Here I am making a lantern.
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intermediate 1
Inventions

Students were given an assignment to invent an item that does not exist.

Duplicator Camera Device

When you take a photo of 
something with this special 
camera, the photograph can be 
converted back into the real object.

Pantawan Saensiribanphot (JJ) – 
Thailand

Teleportation Door

This door is a magic door. You can 
go anywhere in the world at any 
time instantaneously.

Thanyalok Chotphibunsin (Mew) 
– Thailand
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intermediate 1
Inventions

Everlasting Fuel

This special invention is a 
generator that runs with a new 
type of magnets. The magnets 
react with the Earth’s magnetic 
field and starts turning. The 
generator will never stop turning 
as long as the Earth produces her 
magnetic field.

Nikolai Tiumenkov (Russia)

Wall Penetrating Suit

If you don’t have enough time, 
just put on a Wall Penetrating Suit 
and run through walls—a short 
cut that will get you wherever you 
want to go in a shorter time!

Juliet Park Yuyeong (Korea)
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intermediate 1
phones for Sale

Liu Yi Tong, Caroline (China)

Selling my I-Phone because I’m moving to China. This 
phone is in excellent condition.

I just used it for six months.

Contact me if you are interested.

Cell: 9 0066 1234

David Sean Michael Monangin (Indonesia)

Selling my I-Phone 6 Gold because I have a new I-Phone 7 
now.

This phone is still in a very good condition. I used this 
phone for only 6 months. It comes with a built-in 64GB  
memory.

Contact me at 9 7781 5645 Now!

Nguyen Minh My (Vietnam)

Selling my Sony-25 because I want to buy an I-Phone 7. 
This phone is gold in colour and has a large screen with 
64GB internal memory. I have downloaded many good 
apps, which you will like.

This phone is only 2 months old and comes with a warranty. 

So, hurry before it is sold!

Call me at  9 1234 8876 now if you are interested.

Oraya Thongkham Saii (Thailand)

Selling my I-Phone 6 Plus because I have received a new 
I-Phone 7 as a present.

This I-phone is white-silver in colour. It works perfectly and 
has a 125GB internal memory. The condition is good and it 
is working fine. Selling together with the charger and box.

Contact me at 9 4112 9900
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Jason and Eva went to Chinatown by bus yesterday. They 
first visited a Hindu temple, and they took a lot of pictures. 
The ground was hot, so they moved quickly. Then they felt 
hungry, so they went to eat noodles at a hawker’s centre.

After lunch, they walked along a shopping street. In the 
street, they found a man displaying photographs of Henna 
art. They decided to get a Henna tattoo themselves. Jason 
got a Dragon one and Eva got a flowery one. The tattoos 
were very beautiful. In the end, they sat outside a Buddhist 
temple and ate ice cream served on a piece of bread. They 
had a wonderful but tiring day. 

(Liu Yi Tong, Caroline)

intermediate 1
A Happy Day

One Thursday morning, while David was on his way 
to the supermarket to buy some meat and milk, he 
met Jason. Jason was so happy to see David, so he 
accompanied David to the supermarket.

Jason told David that they were going to Chinatown 
the next day.  David became excited and said he 
wanted to join. Jason welcomed David and they made 
their way to the supermarket. After that, Jason wanted 
to buy a pair of new shoes and asked David to go with 
him. Jason managed to find a pair of comfortable 
shoes and bought them. David and Jason were about 

to head home when they met My, their Vietnamese classmate. He was going 
to have lunch, so they joined him. They all had a wonderful time together. 
They never knew shopping could be fun, but now they do.

(Xiao Yao, Evangeline)

This morning, we created a lantern. Then we went to 
Chinatown. First, we went to the Hindu temple. There were 
many beautiful statues there.  I thought some of the statues 
were very cute.  After lunch, we walked along the shops. We 
found a Henna Tattoo maker and became excited. First, Eva 
had a tattoo done, then me, then Jason, then everyone else 
too. It was an exciting and fun time. Later, we went to the 
Buddhist temple. Although I am not religious, I still find the 
temple to be beautiful. Now, I’m so happy. I Hope we have 
more excursions like this. 

(Pan Yunyi, Parry)

Jason, David and My 
having lunch together 
in Chinatown

Pan Yunyi and Nguyen Minh My 
have completed their lantern.

Eva is getting a flowery 
tattoo in an alley in 
Chinatown.
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intermediate 2 - letterS

Dear Tom,

Hey, how are you Tom? I heard that you have broken up with your girlfriend, that’s too bad. What 
has happened between you and your girlfriend? And why do you want to move to another country? 
I don’t agree with this plan. It’s a really stupid thing to do; you’re just confused about how you’re 
feeling now. I think we should meet tonight. Are you free? I will come to your house with some beer. 
I will call you once I get to your house. 

See you later and cheer up my friend!

Juliet; Korea

Hi Karen,

How are you? I am going to study for a long 
time. When I finish my English course, I am 
going back to my home country. Then I 
am going to find a singer to teach me how 
to sing. If I learn really fast, I will teach my 
friends because I have many friends who love 
singing. They want to become a singer or a 
superstar. I also want to become a painter. I 
am going to sell my paintings, but not at a 
very expensive price. I am also going to eat 
a lot of vegetables, because vegetables help 
you to think better.

Bye, 
Ben; China

Hello Karen,

How are you? I’m going to graduate from 
English courses soon too. I want to travel to 
Paris and other European countries when I 
finish my courses. I want to feel what life in 
Paris is like and find a girlfriend there; I think 
that’s important.

When you will be travelling in Asia, you can 
visit me in Singapore. I am going to take you 
to many interesting places. Then you can also 
travel to China and other Asian countries to 
learn about the culture of these countries. 
What do you think of my suggestions? I hope 
you will find a good job after travelling.

Bye, 
Jason

Dear Tom,

It disheartens me to hear that you have 
broken up with your girlfriend. Has anything 
happened between you guys? Would you like 
to tell me about it? You want to move to China 
but you are two months away from your final 
exams; why do you want to do that? I don’t 
think it’s a good idea. I would like to invite you 
to meet up for lunch to talk about it.

See you soon!

JJ; Thailand

Hi Karen,

How are you? Congratulations on your 
graduation! I would like to tell you about 
my plans. I’m going to finish my English 
course and after that I might go to Europe 
for holidays. After my holidays I’m going 
to university to take a Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Management because I want to 
become a successful businessman. I also want 
to help my parents earn more money. If I have 
more money, I will travel around the world. I 
would like to visit you in Australia.

I hope to hear from you soon. 

Bye, 
Edward; Indonesia
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adV 1 – aSSignment 2

Dear Lucas,

I hope you are doing well and are ready for our coming holiday. I am sure you will be interested to 
hear about our trip to Egypt. So, I have researched some information of the tour package. The name is 
Ramasside from the egypttours.co website.

As we discussed before that we both want to go to Cairo the capital city of Egypt. However, you can see 
the tour package information from the following details:

Following the pictures, we can enjoy 3 nights 
in Cairo. I will explain how the 3 nights work.

DAY1: We will arrive in Cairo Airport then the 
representative with the sign of Ramasside 
will pick us up from the airport to hotel and 
stay nightlong in Cairo.

DAY2: This day is a most exciting day for 
us, because they will bring us to visit the 
Pyramids and Egyptian Museum. And yes it 
would be fun on this day.

DAY3: Here, we get a day in Luxor which is 
the place of a large Ancient Egyptian temple 
complex located on the east bank of the Nile 
River called Luxor temple. We will have a 
flight to Luxor on a day tour for this day and 
return back to stay overnight in Cairo.

DAY4: We will have breakfast at the hotel 
then the tour representative will send us to 
the airport.

With this, $590 includes 3 nights hotel stay 
with breakfasts, the entrance fees and all 
transports of the package tour. But we have 
to pay for the 2 way flight between Singapore and Cairo by ourselves and as well as the visa. We will 
discuss again later when we meet. 

However, during the stay in Cairo, they still have the other options for tours but the price is excluded 
from the package, let’s see again if there is any other interesting tour in Cairo.

I hope the above information will be helpful for you and if you want to know more, you can just email me 
anytime or you can go on the website that I’ve provided above. In my opinion, I think this tour company 
is quite good because my friend suggested it to me and he has experience with them before.

Also, if there is another interesting tour package you can tell me and we can decide it again later don’t 
worry, because we still have time for this trip. Well, that is all for now and I’m looking forward to hearing 
from you soon.

Take care

Bank (Ekapong Riwin from Thailand)
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adV 1 – aSSignment 2

Dear Lucas,

Let’s go to Egypt! I’ve really wanted to go there since I read 
about this country. I can’t wait to travel with you.

In order to have a wonderful trip, I have researched some 
information about Egypt tour packages. Here is the best 
one, I think. 

On the first day we arrive. We will start our tour visiting the 
Egyptian Museum of antiquities on the second day. And 
then we will visit the Great Pyramids, I can’t wait! At the 
end of the day, we will take the sleeper train.

The third day we will have breakfast on the train, and visit 
High Dam and the Phillae Temple. Then we will board the 
train again, and have both lunch and dinner aboard.

On the fourth day, breakfast will also be aboard. We will 
visit The Temple of Horus in Edfu.

And the fifth day, breakfast will be on board again. Cross to the West Bank to visit the Valley of the Kings, 
the Temple of Hatshepsut and the Colossi of Memnon.

The sixth day we can visit the east Bank of Luxor, the great temples of Karnak and Luxor. I really like it, 
how about you?

The seventh day will be a free day, but there are many optional activities.

The last day we will take the airplane and go back home.

Isn’t it great? I want to know what are you think about this plan. Please write back to me as soon as 
possible. 

Love,

Christina (Cheng Bo Han from China) 
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adV 1 – group excurSion

ADV 1 students from Thailand. From left to right, Sunya (Moungphuak Sarunya), Vincent (Kiattimongkol Supanut), Michael (Chandrasurin Pongpisut), relaxing and waiting for the BBQ food.

ADV 1 students watching and helping to start the BBQ fire so everyone could eat.

Alexander helping to teach Wilson 

(Kuang Weishun from China) how to 

improve his bowling technique.

Gia (Tran Nguyen Gia from Thailand) and Wilson (Kuang 

Weishun from China) are having a bite to eat.

Alice (Alisa Alikina from Russia) is enjoying the food from the BBQ.
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adV 1 – excurSion

Liz (Bae YeJin) from 
Korea, learning and 
then making a Chinese 
lantern from red 
packets.

Grant (Fu Ge)[right side] and Kalvin (Shen KanWen)
[left side] who are both from China, are watching 
and learning how to make a Chinese lantern from 
red packets.

Grant (Fu Ge)[left side] and Kalvin (Shen 

KanWen)[right side] are eating lunch with 

classmates in Chinatown.
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Name: ArtitayaInthraklud (Mint)

Feedback Letter about Poor Facilities at The Service Club

This letter is about the poor facilities at TheService Clubthat I attended on the 5th of August. Even though 
I enjoyed the most of it, there were some areas which spoiled my experience. The following are based on 
my personal observations and experience.

Bowling Area 
I am dissatisfied with your bowling alley because lane number three keeps having problems all the time 
after I throw the ball into the gate. It will cause a delay and I cannot throw the ball until the mechanic 
comes to fix it, so I need to wait for a long time. This is a waste of time that I could have spent bowling 
with my friends.

Customer Service at the Bowling Alley 
The service is very slow. It took nearly twenty minutes to fix the bowling lane. Moreover, when I visited 
the customer service, the attendant seemed to ignore me and not talk to me very nicely, even though I 
politely asked her address the problem. I honestly don’t know if I have done something wrong or if she 
was having a bad day but I think this is not the way to treat customers.

Cafe 
The Cafe is too small and the tables are dirty. Some tables have spilled noodles with water on the table. 
Moreover, the floor wasn’t clean because it had some rice and waste on the floor.

Conclusion   
As I have discussed above about poor the facilities, specifically the Customer Service at the bowling alley. 
I hope that your staff will be friendlier and treat customers well. Other than that I had a good experience 
at the rest of your club.

Sincerely, 
Mint~

 adV 2 – feedBack report
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 adV 2 – a letter

Dear Mom,

It’s been a while since I last wrote. I remember I have already told you that I was going to Chinatown with 
my class in my last letter. We eventually went there last week, though it was very hot and tiring, but we 
still had a good time. Let me tell you something that happened that day.

We made a lot of lanterns with students from other classes. It was not as difficult as I thought it would be, 
but it was not so interesting either. Oh, there was a nice and helpful student that assisted us in making 
the lanterns. It kind of made my day.

It was a good day for going out. The sun was shining brightly but the weather was extremely humid. Still, 
we decided to head out to Chinatown.

We took the bus to go to Chinatown with my teacher and with my classmates. Randy, one of my 
classmates from China, took photos all the time, and there were some photos that didn’t turn out that 
great. He showed it to the other classmates and they all laughed at the photos. It made me want to kill 
him. (Kidding, hahahah)

We ate ice cream for lunch, because firstly there were not many stalls open, and I was not that hungry. 
Besides the weather was really hot.

Then we went to Plaza Singapura by MRT to watch a movie, but there wasn’t anything suitable, so we 
skipped it. We forgot about the film and just ate Burger KING and chatted with each other.

I will send you some more photos after class. Miss you~

XoXoX  

Christina (China)
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Originally traced to Poland in the 1700’s, bagels appeared in New York 
City as early as the 1880’s when Europeans Jews first migrated to the city 
and settled there. It wasn’t until the 1960’s they were massed produced. 
And in the 1980’s they were supersized, almost doubling in weight. The 
classic bagel is unique because it requires specific ingredients and prepa-
ration. They were hand shaped, left to rise for 12 hours, boiled and then 
baked. Now, they are perfectly crafted in different colors, sizes and fla-
vors. Best enjoyed fresh out of the oven with a “smear” of cream cheese, 
there’s nothing better than this chewy creation. The NYC bagel can now 
can be enjoyed in Singapore and in other parts of the world.

Ilene Weinberger, USA

new york city Bagels 

Have you ever wondered where your favorite foods came from or how they got there? Academic 
English students were busy tracing the originals and history of cuisines from around the world. Students 
researched and discussed how food plays a part of human social interaction, religious beliefs and 
practices, holiday traditions, how regional or cultural customs have a strong impact on what individuals 
and families consume. They “followed that food” and shared their enthusiasm with food demonstrations 
and samples at the excursion and the BBQ party.

understanding people and cultures through their cuisines  
academic english august 5th 2016  
excursion: civil Service club, Butik Batok 
teacher: ilene Weinberger

One of the Most Famous Slavic Dishes

Borscht is a tart soup made of meat and vegetables. Sometimes 
it is called Russian red soup. The history of borscht is a subject of 
discussion. Every nationality of East European thinks for sure that it is 
them who invented the red soup and it is their national dish.

But if we look at the linguistic side of the word “Borscht”, “bor” comes 
from Serbian and Romanian territories and means beet, and “scht” 
comes from the word “shi”, soup with cabbage, which was commonly 

made in the northern regions of Russia.  Beet is best adapted for southern regions, so borscht 
most likely comes from South Eastern Europe.

Egor Paramonov, Russia

Borsct
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What can freshen you up on a hot day and be a complete meal at the same time? Can you guess? 
In Spain such a dish is called Gazpacho. Gazpacho is a soup that consists of vegetables, bread, 
vinegar or water and olive oil. Usually it is served cold.

There are many different recipes of gazpacho that each have different ingredients. For example, 
Ajo Blanco includes white garlic and sometimes grape, but no tomatoes. Another variant is called 
Salmorejo that is served with boiled eggs and Spanish Serrano ham. But the original and the 
most popular type of gazpacho is made of puréed tomatoes mixed with bread, oil, garlic and 
vinegar.

The origins of this marvelous dish are lost through time. But the first mention of it dates back 
to 2-6 year A.D. It came to the Spanish region called Andalusia from the Ancient Rome and 
much later was spread around the world with the help of the Arabian traders and Christopher 
Columbus.

Initially, gazpacho was poor people’s food as it was easy-to-cook and consisted of easy-to-access 
products as most of the ingredients farmers could grow by themselves. Usually in the middle of 
the day after hours of hard work a special man - gazpachero - was 
chosen to cook gazpacho for the whole neighborhood. But many 
things have changed since then.

Nowadays gazpacho is one of the brightest examples of Spanish 
cuisine. It is known almost everywhere. And in 2014 it was served for 
the royal family of Spain. They ate the dish with traditional wooden 
cover.

Lavrinets Artem, Russia

the royals choice for coolness 

There is no barrier for any cuisine especially the ramen.  In the Meiji age, the Chinese people who 
came from Canton and Shanghai had sold cut noodles in Japan. It was the most popular food in 
Yokohama’s Chinatown. Japanese called the ramen “dragon noodles” 
because they associated Chinese people with the dragon. After the 
World War II, the Japanese changed the name to Ramen. Afterwards, 
they constantly researched ways to improve the traditional ramen. 
Chinese would put salt on the noodles but the Japanese preferred 
soy sauce. Soy sauce has still remains the main accompaniment of 
ramen through the world and ramen can be served in a variety of 
ways. In the USA there is also a ramen burger.

Li Limin, China

a Short Story of ramen noodles  

academic engliSh
Follow That Food
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Plaek Phibunsongkhram promoted Pad Thai in his campaign to 
establish Thai nationalism. In 1939, he supported the change of 
name of the country from Siam to Thailand. At the time, wheat 
noodles were very popular in Thailand, but Plaek Phibunsongkhram 
sought to eliminate Chinese influence. His government promoted 
rice noodles and helped to establish the identity of Thailand. As a 
result, a new noodle named sen chan was created. Pad Thai was 
made popular in Thailand during World War II. It has since become 
one of Thailand’s national dishes and is now popular because it is a 
tasty dish enjoyed by all.

 It is made with soaked dried rice noodles, which are then stir-fried with eggs, chopped firm tofu, 
flavored with tamarind pulp, fish sauce, dried shrimp, garlic or shallots, red chili pepper, palm 
sugar, and served with lime wedges. To garnish it is topped off with often chopped roast peanuts. 
It may also contain other vegetables like bean sprouts, garlic, chives, coriander leaves, pickled 
radishes or turnips, and raw banana flowers. It may also contain fresh shrimp, crab, squid, chicken 
or other proteins. Vegetarian versions may substitute soy sauce for the fish sauce and omit the 
shrimp. Pad Thai can be enjoyed all over the world and especially here in Singapore.

Patchakorn Channgam, Thailand

a must try thai dish: “pad thai” 

The first record of kimchi appears in the first poetry book in China 
as “Yumchae”. During the Japanese invasion in the Imjin period 
hot pepper was introduced by the Japanese to Korea. It changed 
the way food tasted.  Koreans initially did not have hot peppers 
but liked it as it produced a lot of energy. They have been used to 
a lot of ingredients but since hot pepper was widely used, these 
ingredients were replaced.  This was the beginning of Kimchi. By 
using hot pepper, people prevented Kimchi from getting perished 
and reduced the usage of salt. Until now Kimchi is still loved by many 
people, and now Koreans have developed many different kinds of 
Kimchi.

Jung Hyosub, South Korea

kimchi’s history 
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Excursion: Mid- Autumn Festival

academic english September 9th 2016  
excursion: mid- autumn festival - lantern 
teacher: ilene Weinberger

I think that it was fun making Chinese red packet 
lanterns to start our excursion day. And it was 
also a unique celebration for the Mid - Autumn 
Festival I had the opportunity to teach other 
students from different levels and I hope they 
also enjoyed it. After that we visited Chinatown 
to have traditional Chinese food. Overall the 
experience was great. But I had difficulty finding 
a vegetarian meal as most places were closed. 
In addition, I don’t like to be outdoors in the 
middle of day as it is too hot in Singapore and I 
was totally wet from sweating so much. I prefer 

a cinema or museum on days like these. But in general, museums are better 
options because we can learn something interesting about Singapore.

Alex, Russia

Last Friday, our class helped other students learn how to make 
Chinese lanterns.  Alex and I taught them how to make the 
small five red packets lanterns. My classmates M and Kim 
helped others make the big 30 packets lanterns. While the 
end products turned out great, Alex and I felt that becoming a 
teacher is not easy.

We then took the MRT to Chinatown and we were starving. 
We found a restaurant which was selling was various kinds 
of meat dishes. But they said, we had to order Beijing duck as 
there were no other meals available. It tasted quite good but 
the amount of food was too small. It left me still hungry!

Hong, South Korea
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After teaching fellow students how to make red packet 
lanterns we headed down to Chinatown. In general, I like to 
walk around that beautiful and ancient looking place. The 
atmosphere was great with lots of shops and restaurants just 
like in China.

 We had a great meal there and I enjoyed our trip very much. 
I would recommend this activity again. 

M, Uzbekistan

We made Chinese style lanterns from red 
envelopes to celebrate the Chinese holiday- Mid 
Autumn Festival. It was quite good because I like 
making something complicated. But, actually 
some students thought it was difficult so I had 

to help them. We hadn’t had any chance to speak with other people without 
my classmates but we should communicate with other friends. I was happy 
because I made some new friends because of this excursion!

Our teacher explained why we made the lanterns.  It was one of the ways 
people celebrate the holiday. 

Kim, South Korea

academic engliSh 
Excursion: Mid- Autumn Festival
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haWthorn cluBS

In this issue of Hawthorn NOW magazine, we are going to feature the Art Club and samples of 
student pictures and their works.

The idea behind the clubs is to allow students to practice their English 
while doing something easy and enjoyable. Students are able to practice 
speaking and listening skills, and expand their vocabulary a bit without the 
need to sit at their desk in the classroom.

We have five clubs for students to choose from – Photography Club, 
Speaking Club, Art Club, Movie Club and Music Club.

PhotograPhyClub MovieClub

SPeakingClub
artClub

MuSicClub
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art cluB

Everyone has something to say even when we can’t express it! Hawthorn Language School’s new Art 
Club has just given our students another opportunity to express themselves. Our multi-level and diverse 
student body has been personally communicating in creative and non-verbal graphic ways. Students 
are not only developing and displaying their visual and spatial skills but also building self-confidence by 
freely expressing themselves through their art.

Every completed piece of work is displayed along the corridors of the school. These displays decorate the 
wall and give students the opportunity to enjo, critique, build team spirit and take pride in their work. 

Art Club also offers our students an ideal learning environment and offers other ways for students to 
freely interact and socialize.

During the past two months we have explored the simple concepts of line, form, shape and symmetry 
to the complex elements of expressing emotions in abstract form. Looking ahead we will be examining 
more styles and works by different artists and working on collaborative projects. 
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