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Elementary
Hawthorn Excursion
to Chinatown,
Singapore

On 26 January, our students from Beginner,
Elementary and Intermediate 1 went on an
excursion to Chinatown. The streets were
already bustling with preschoolers on field trips
and curious tourists at 9:30am. First up on the
itinerary was The Chinatown Heritage Centre,
where our students spent almost two hours
discovering Singapore’s rich heritage and how
it has evolved over the years. The group then
headed for lunch at the cheapest Michelinstarred street stall - Liao Fan Hong Kong Soy
Sauce Chicken Rice and Noodle. The trail
continued to The Buddha Tooth Relic Temple
and Sri Mariammam Temple, before a relaxing
walk along the annual Chinese New Year festive
bazaar - an eye-opening experience for many
of whom, were handed plenty of food samples.
The excursion ended off on a sweet note, as the
students seeked comfort in a traditional dessert
house to beat the sweltering heat and enjoy the
array of mouth-watering treats.
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Intermediate 1

Infinity Magazine

In-Class Work

Intermediate 1 was combined with Elementary
for a day where they needed to work as a team
and practice their writing. Their task was to
create 4 pages of a magazine; (1) cover page,
(2) information about a movie, (3) information
about a sport/activity, (4) information about a
technology. Below are pages from one of the
groups.
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Cover Designed by New
(of Elementary level)

Information about
a movie

Information about
a sport/activity

Written by Anan and New
(both from Elementary level)

Written by Mingyu and Henly
(both from Intermediate 1 level)

They wrote;

They wrote;

“Everyone knows about Jigsaw before because “Last weekend, Henly went to Sentosa in
it’s famous. There is only one who escaped Singapore. He rode the Mega Zip with his
death, her name is Amanda.
Korean friend. First, they wore safety equipment.
Then, they hung from the rope without moving.
In the movie there are 2 people. Their names are Finally, workers pushed a button so they went
Adam and Gordon. There were enchained in the down fast. It was exciting.”
old toilet. They were arrested to play this game.
They wanted to know why they were arrested
and enchained. Then Gordon was determined
to saw his leg. Next there was someone that
came in to the old toilet and he shot Adam, but
Adam didn’t die. Adam and Gordon thought he
was criminal so Adam killed criminal. After that
they just know he wasn’t criminal. He was victim
same with them but real criminal was John
Kamer! John was a patient of Doctor Gordon.”
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Information about
a technology
Written by Mingyu and Henly
(both from Intermediate 1 level)

They wrote;
“It is an Apple pay (mobile pay). If you don’t
have money or cards, you can replace them with
Apple pay. But you need to have internet and
a smartphone. This technology was made at
2016. And it is made by Apple and Samsung.”

Infinity Magazine

Hawthorn Excursion
24 November 2017

Page 6

Intermediate 1
Excursion Writing

Intermediate 1 students joined the entire
Hawthorn Language school group in a visit to
Chinatown. They visited a few of the famous
buildings in the area. After the excursion, the
students were requested to write a reply to a
fake email that was given to them. Here are
some of their responses.

Dear Stewart,
How are you? Where have you been hiding? I
am happy to hear that you will be coming soon.
I went to Chinatown last Friday with school, and
there are many temples. We went to Buddha
tooth Relic Temple and a Museum. This temple
is quite similar with Thai temples. Inside is
beautiful. And we went to Sri Mariamman
Temple. It has very nice architecture. If you
come here, I will bring you there. This is a good Hello Stewart,
time to meet because I’m going to finish exam
I went to Chinatown. First I went to Chinatown
soon. See you.
heritage centre. There were many Chinese
Love,
histories. There were tailors from the past.
Zami
Then, I ate lunch. I ate chicken rice. Chicken
rice is Chinese food. It tasted delicious. And I
went to a Chinese temple. There were so many
Written by Zami (from Thailand)
gold statues. Finally I went to an Indian temple
without shoes. The Indian temple’s painting is
so good. After the excursion, I went shopping
in Chinatown. Things are so cheap.
Why don’t we meet in Singapore? Singapore
is so good. I want to go to Sentosa with you.
I want ride Mega Zip and go bungee jumping.
Bye,
Mingyu
Written by Mingyu (from South Korea)
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Intermediate 2
Writing

I want to be the best pianist in the world. I enjoy
music, especially the sound of the strings in the
piano. It is amazing how strings in the piano can
make such wonderful sounds. I love the piano
and I always play it at home.
I’m Lay. I’m from Thailand. I am passionate about
Ye Meilinna
business. I want to run my own business one day.
I want to sell all kinds of goods to customers all
over the world. When I become rich, I want to
build a resort in a vegetable farm. The money I
earn will be used to build a school for the poor
children of Thailand.
Punchada Pakornaksarapak

My passion is playing the piano. I’ve played
the piano for 8 years. I want to become a great
pianist someday. In the future, people will know
me as the greatest pianist ever. Haha, I can
dream, right?
Pachara Thamtikanon (Ken)
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My passion is sports. My favourite sport is
basketball. I am good at playing basketball. I
used to be on a basketball team in high school.
We took part in many competitions and won. My
team was also the champion in my hometown.
My dream is to be an NBA player one day.
Luo Wenqiang (Hanson)

My name is Hong. I’m from Korea. It’s nice to
meet you. I want to talk about my passion. It
is playing badminton. I want to be the best
badminton player I can. I want to be able to
play professionally. I love badminton and I play
it very often; thrice a week.
Hong Junhui
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Advanced 1

Hawthorn Advanced 1
students visit
Chinatown Heritage
Centre 1801
Last Friday I went to the Chinese Heritage
Centre with my classmates and teachers. I
was really impressed by the Hokkien people’s
spirit in dealing with difficulty. The story is very
touching and also tears me up.
Once, some of the Hokkien people came to
Singapore because of floods, famine, and unrest
in China. In Singapore, they put their hopes for
a better life and earning some money so that
perhaps they could go back to their country
someday.
Some of them were working as coolies, not
only men but also women. Moreover, they
were living in a little cubicle and maybe it’s
not really convenient for them. Nevertheless,
they were still doing their job professionally. In
fact, however some of them didn’t go back to
their country until the end of their lives. I think
they had a great disappointment that might
devastate them.

- Fenny Indrawati, Indonesia
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After lunch we went to the Heritage Centre. It’s a place where you can experience people’s lives
in the past through real scenes and guide manuals.
It’s very fun; you can know who has lived here and how they lived.

- Xiao Yanxuan, China

Advanced 1 exploring Chinatown (from left): Park Hanbeom (Zeki), Kithavone Balamy (Beam),
Alison Johnstone (teacher), Dang YunQian (Sissi), Xiao Yanxuan, Nonlawath Khaochawee
(Smith), Soudathip Xoumphonphakdy (Koung King), Fenny Indrawati, Hsu Hsin Jen (Brian).
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Finally, we went to the Heritage Centre, it was an
amazing place. It showed the personal stories of
people who made China town their home, the
uniqueness of the Chinese and beautiful art on
the walls. From this I learnt a lot about Chinese
culture on the excursion.

- Soudathip Xoumphonphakdy, Laos

Before I went to Chinatown, I only knew that
in Chinatown there are lots of food courts and
sights.

- Park Hanbeom (Zeki), South Korea

Page 12

Student, Xiao Yanxuan buying
dried Persimmon in Chinatown.

On the 26th Jan, I went on a school
excursion to The Heritage Centre in China
town. It’s like a history museum. When I
first went in I saw the tailor’s shop, from
the 19th century.
Then we went to the second floor, there
was an exhibit of a barber’s shop.
I was most impressed by the third floor,
which told about former immigrants, it
taught me a lot of history.
If you have any free time, you can visit
here, you will enjoy it.
Also, my favourite was the Chinese food;
there were so many kinds of local Chinese
food.
- Dang YunQian (Sissi), China
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Below, see the letter sample.

Advanced 2

Dear Management of the Pinnacle building.
We are writing to you to ask for a permission
to go to the Sky Bridge on the 26th floor at
the Pinnacle building. We understand that the
bridge is not for tourists. We want to pay the
entrance fee, just like the access to the 50thfloor Sky Bridge.

Excursion to Pinnacle
and Chinatown
For the excursion students were asked to
do some online research and find the most
popular Chinatown sights, discuss what culture
and heritage is, and write a letter and a report
following their excursion. Both of those types
of writings - a letter, a report - appear in the
final exams. Students were asked to write
a letter to the management of the Pinnacle
building, which the class visited during the
excursion. In the letter they were to ask for
permission to visit the Sky Bridge on the 26th
floor, which is off-limits to visitors and is only
accessible to the residents of the building. The
letter was only for practice purposes and was
not sent; nonetheless the class visited the Sky
Bridge on the 50th floor during the excursion.
The Sky Bridge on the 50th floor is accessible
to visitors or tourists and offers a breath-taking
view of Singapore. The Bridge is at the top of
the building and the elevator ride itself to the
top takes about 65 seconds, one way.
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We are students from TMC Academy and will
come to the Pinnacle for the excursion on
January 26th, 2018. There are 12 people in the
class. We would like to visit the bridge and take
some pictures for our English class. We discuss
environment in our class and the Pinnacle is
a good example. We can stay for about 10
minutes. That should be enough for our visit
and pictures. We will then go to the 50th floor
to see the view of Singapore from the top.
We would like to come to the Pinnacle in the
morning around 11 o’clock on January 26th; 12
people will come.
If you have any further questions, please contact
our school teacher at myteacher@tmc.school.
com, or you can call the headmaster’s office at
4748 9494.

Best regards

Advanced 2
Word Cloud

Working on vocabulary from their class topics,
students created word clouds for environment
and communication. The more frequently used
words are larger. In each word cloud, it is clearly
the topical word that is the most frequently
used and thus largest.
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Academic English
Excursion to Chinatown

Friday, 26th January 2018
During this term’s excursion, Academic English were in it to win it in the ‘Paperclip Challenge’!
Let me explain. For those of you who are unfamiliar with the ‘Paperclip Challenge’, it involves
trading a simple metal paperclip for something bigger and better. And then trading that for
something bigger and better... you get the idea. In other words, the aim of the game is to trade
up. A TED Talk speaker, Kyle MacDonald, told his story of trading a simple red paperclip enough
times that he eventually got a house! Unfortunately, our ACE students did not have a year to
carry out their trades like Kyle; they had just one hour in the streets of Chinatown.
“Practice makes perfect. As we went from stall to stall, we learnt the best way to persuade the
stall-owner to listen to what we were doing,” said Queen, Yoke, Danny and Owen who traded
their humble paperclip for a pair of chopsticks, which were then traded for a Merlion model,
followed by two souvenir bags before finally doing a deal for a Chinese New Year stuffed dog
and two piggy banks. Team 1 estimated their haul was worth around $15.
“The most difficult thing was when the stall-owner offered something we considered not as good
as the current object. You can’t just say no once they’ve agreed to trade!” said Rani, Manjula,
Sally and Harley, who traded their piece of office stationary for a door decoration and then not
one but two tourist plates. They valued their goods at $15-20.
“The best moment was when the stall-owner said yes and had something to trade for our
object. It was such a feeling of triumph because not every stall-owner agreed to take part,” says
Catherine, Andrei and Olive who traded their piece of bent metal for a cushion, which they then
traded for a selection of beautiful bracelets worth around $50!
Well done ACE on a successful Paperclip Challenge!
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Following the excitement of the Paperclip Challenge, ACE students were then set yet another
challenge: to write a review of Chinatown Heritage Centre.
ACE students have been working hard on their review writing all week and they produced some
excellent pieces of work. Here are some snippets of what they thought of the museum…
Manjula (Mallawa Arachchige Manjula Nilmini
Kumari): “It is located at 48 Pagoda Street
in Chinatown. They are beautifully restored
authentic shop houses spread over three levels
with exhibition galleries.”
Rani (Rani Soefendy): “The museum provides
a gadget and a headset which are very useful
for people who want to know more about
the Chinese people in Singapore. The device
provided an audio that tells you about the
items displayed in the museum.”
Queen (Ketsaraporn Jirakan): “I felt that
Chinatown Heritage Centre does not look like
a normal museum because it is very small. If
you look from the outside, it is like a drugstore.
This is unattractive. With the small size of the
place, it was not comfortable to walk and see
everything, and also hard to breathe in there.”
Danny (Zou Cheng-Lin): “The environment
here is not good because here the smell is
quite bad and the museum size is not suitable
for big groups.”
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Catherine (Zhao Fangyuan): “Apart from
visiting the galleries, we can purchase souvenirs
like wooden clogs, Chinese quilt blankets as
well.”
Olive (Che Dishan): “There are three floors and
15 rooms which recreate the house that the
Chinese people used to live in. These rooms
showed different classes; some of them were
very poor and some of them had a happy life.”
Owen (Vannalangsy Xayxana): “The only bad
and inconvenient thing is the hallways in the
museum are quite small and can’t fit a large
amount of people.”
Andrei (Andrei Gorshenin): “The museum is
located in the old Chinese style buildings so
from the first step it is like you enter in old-time
Singapore.”
Harley (Nguyen Thi Thanh Thanh): “One thing
I liked in the centre was instead of displaying
every piece of information in panels and
words, everything is recreated from scratch to
depict the actual living conditions back in the
1950s, from the decorations, furniture and the
cramped spaces.”

Page 18

See you at the next excursion!
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